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| AFFECTIONATE. = 
ADDRESS, & : 
bl GENTLEMEN, | 
. 9 Cannot but wonder on obſerving what d 


a great Noiſe and Confuſion many of 

the Inhabitants of this City at preſent 

are in about Religion, chiefly occaſi- 

| NO oned by the Os hither of ſome of 

thoſe People call'd MeTropisrs,, A Spettator who 

never convers'd with, or heard any of them preach, 

wou'd, no doubt, be ready to conclude, that theſe 

Men were Seuers forth of ſtrange Gods. or at leaſt 
that they were for bringing a new Goſpel to your 

F Ears, and new Cuſtoms to your City; and he 
3 wou'd be the more inclined to think thus, when he 
f found ſo many Objections are nrade againit thems 
| 


and theſe not by one Society or Body of People in 
Particu'ar, but by ſeveral of every  Denominat- 
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(4) 
Tux ObjeAſons which I have obſerved to be 
made ſince my firſt Arrival here, have heen chiefly 
of three Sorts. FF = 
I. Againſt the Men themſelves, 
II. Againſt their Doctrines: And 
III. Againſt the Methods they make Uſe 
of in Propagating theſe Doctrines. 
Tux firſt Objection which I find to be made a- 
gainſt the Men themſelves, is, that ſome of them 
have not been regularly ordained by a Biſhop, but 
are Laymen, - 5 
SECONDLY, that ſome of them are illiterate Men 
and have not had a Colledge Education : And 
Tm18&DLy, that they are wicked Men, and there- 
fore, as ſuch, very unfit io preach the Goſpel, 
Tux Objeftions which I have obſerved to be 
made againſt the Doctrines they teach, arc, their af- 
firmirg that it is not only their Right and Privi- 
Jedge, but that all the Children of G O D do now 
receive the Holy Ghoſt, and that, not in an ima- 
ginary Manner, but that they have him actually 
dwelling in them, "A : 
Tukix affirming that a Man may not only at- 
tain to the Forgiveneſs of his Sins in this Life, but 
thathe alſo may ( tho he were now young and 
might live many Years in the World afterwards) 
havea firm Aſſurance thereof, and that he is recon. 
Ciled to the Fayour of GD. 1 
Tux Objections made againſt the Methods they 
make Uſe of in propagating theſe Doctrines, are, 


Firſt, their publickly preaching in the Fields and 


Highways. ; 
1 a SECONDLY, 
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SECONDLY, their preaching at unſeaſonable hours, 
and Laſtly, To confirm and. eſtabliſh thoſe the 
more in theſe Doctrines that 6p newly embrac'd 
them, they have private Societies or Meetings, 

Hap theſe Objections been made, or had evil 
Things been ſpoken of us only by a thoughtleſs 
Crowd, I ſhould not have thought it worth any 
Man's putting pen to paper to have anſwered them: 
Or had they been propoſed only by People of a 
different Denomination from our Church, then 
there might have been preat Allowance- made for 


this, and ſome might have ſuppoſed that their Diſs 


like proceeded chiefly from Prejudice, 


Bur, when many well diſpos'd People of every 
Name in Religion, are (taking things only on the 


Report and Information of others ) making the 
foregoing ObjeCtions, and are relating many ſtrange 
and evil things of us, as tho? all was Truth; I ſay 
when we find ſuch Perſons as theſe to be under ſuch 


great Miſtakes, Love ought to conſtrain. us, for 
their Sakes, to do all that is poſſible to remove ſuch 


groundleſs Cauſes of Complaint, and ſuch ſtumbling 
Blocks of Imagination out of the Way, 

AnDd in order to this, how laudable would it be 
in the People of this City, to merit the Character 
given of the noble Bereans, that, they ſearched the 
Scriptures daily to ſee whether t hoſe things were ſo. 

Now, as to that Objection that ſome of the Me. 
thodiſt Preachers ( fa call'd ) have not been regu. 
larly ardained by a Biſhop, but are Laymen, I an. 
{wer this is true, but what do ycu infer from thence? 
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That they ſhould not [adminiſter theSacraments, 
You are quite in the Right, and we herein are of 
the very ſame Mind with your ſelves, and therefore 
we never preſume to take this upon us. 

But will any one ſay that thereſore we onght 
not to preach to or exhort the People By preach- 
ing I mean the ſhewing Men their Tranſgreſſions 
and their Sins. The conſequence of living and 
dying in ſuch a State, and alſo the perſuading them 

| to turn from the Error of their ways: Surely no 
: reaſonable Man will. . | 
Ik I ſaw a poor blind Man going down a Pre- 
cipice to Deſtruction, may I not ſpeak to that man 
and deſire him to ſtop, nay is it uot my Duty ſo to 
do ? And if I aw a thouſand in the fame Caſe may 
I not defire them to take Care and ſhun the danger? 
or if they were reſolute and regardleſs of their ruin 
may I not ſtand and reaſon with them, if by any 
means I might be inſtrumental in preventing ſome 
of them from periſhing ? | 5 
IxI ſaw a Man weltcring in his Sins and in his 
Blood and juſt on the Brink of Everlaſting Deſtruc- 
tion, may I not ſpeak to that Man to ſhew him the 
horrible Condition he is in, and to rouſe him up 
to aſc all his endeavours to extricate himſelf there- 
from, And if 1 faw a thouſand in the ſame Situ- 
ation gather'd together, may I not behave in the 
ſame Manner? yea. if need be, may I not ſtan] & 
res ſon with them for an hour? If haply by any 
means, all, or ſome of them, may be ſav'd from 
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everlaſting Burnings. I ay, my I not fpeak the 


words the Lord gives me, becauſe I am 
pot ordained by a Biſhop? Surely I may and ought, 
and would my refraining ſrom ſuch brotherly Love 
and Kindneſs be right either in the Sight of GOD 
or any reaſonahle Man, when there was no other 
hinderance than this? no certainly, and if ſo how 
ſhou'd I be able, if reſtrained by ſuch a motive to 
give an account with Joy at the laſt great Day, to 
the Univerſal Shepherd of the Sheep, and great 
Biſhop of Souls. 

Tux caſe then in reſpeR to our Preaching i in 
this City and elſewhere, is exactly Parallel to that 
I have been juſt now deſcribing : A few Months a- 


goe the LOR D (I truſt) ſent two or hree of 
his Servants to this Place, here they met with 


1 that were in the broad way and haſten- 
ing to eternal Perdition ; the Lord puta Word 
into their Mouths to ſhew theſe People the De- 
plrable, State they then were in, and the Fatal 
Conſequences, of abiding in that State; they alſo 
earneſtly beſeeched thoſe Sinners to turn from the 
Error of their Ways, at the ſame Time promiſin 
in the Name of their great Lord and Matter Jzsvs 
CurisT, that GO D for his Sake would receive 


them, and be reconciled to them. As he Lox o 


gave them the Word to ſpeak, it then reached 
the Hearts of Numbers of their Hearers, it made a 
great Impreſſion upon the Minds of many, it brought 
ſeveral to ſuch a ſerious Conſideration about Eters, 
nal Things as they never had belore, and from a 
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(8) 
deep Conviction and Concern ariſing ſrom a Senſe 
of this; by the Grace of GOD many have broke off 
ſrom a vicious Courſe of Life and now live in the 
Fear of GOD. Thoſe who before were Drunk. 
ards, common Swearers, Fornicators, Thieves 
Sabbath Breakers, &c, are now reclaim'd from 
the Error of their Ways, and abhor their for- 
mer belov'd Sins, Men who before ſpent the 
Produce of their Labours at the Ale-houſe, or on 
lewd Women, while at the ſame time perhaps: 
their poor Wives and. Children were in want of 
Bread at home, theſe Men now with what 
they carn 08 for themſelves and Families 
things neceffary for Life and God ſineſs, thoſe who 
before went very ſeldom or never to the Church, 
of any. other place of Worſhip and never in all 
their Lives to the Lord's Table, are now 
crowding the Church three times every Sunday, 
and many of chem are Partakers of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper every Week. I appeal 
to the Inhabitants of this great City if theſe things 
are not ſtrictly true, and are not theſe Inſtances 
_ glaring in the Eyes of every Man? Can a Man o- 
pen his Eyes and not ſee them ? Now if theſethings 
are ſo? which none can deny that ſpeak Truth; 
then I leave it to the Conſideration of every Impar . 
tial Perſon to judge, whether or no this great 
Work that hath been wrought in this City be not 
of GOD's doing, tho” moſt of the Inſtruments em- 
ploy'd therein are Laymen, © Is 1 
Bur ſome have objected and ſaid. have we 
not Miniſters enough of our own ? What 1 


(9) 
ws 
then was there of theſe Preachers coming te our 
City ? To which I anſwer that tho' you have m- 
ny Miniſters amongſt youyetas thoſe Sinners were 
not reform'd by them, therefore there was need o 
theſe Men coming to your City. 

Bor ſome have ask'd, why could not all this 
have been done by our own Miniſters ? SR, 
To which I anſwer I cannot tell, Who hath di- 
rected the Spirit of the Loxp: As all the Good 
that is done upon Earth GOD doth it himſelf, ſo 
alſo he doth it by whatever Inſtrument he pleaſeth, 
neither giveth he account to any of his way, and 
who dare ſay unto, him what doefſt thou, And 
if the Return of one Sinner cauſes Joy in the 


Preſence of the Angels of GOD (let the In- 


ſtrument of his Converſion be whom it will ) how 
much greater joy then is caus'd by the Return 
of ſo many ? and if ſo, then why ſhould the 
People of this City be diſpleaſed at what the 
Angels themſelves do fo greatly rejoyee in? Surely 


one would be apt to conclude that thoſe who 


thus ſhew their Diſlike, would rather that theſe 
Sinners ſhould periſh in their Iniquities than 


be ſaved by the Inſtruments the Loxpp hath Cho- 


ſen. | 

Burt ſay ſome, allowing to be true all that is ſaid 

of the Good done by theſe Men's Preaching, yet 

this is not a ſufficient Reaſon for a Layman to 
Preach, | 


I avsweR firſt, it is wel! known thet many Lay- 


men have publiſh'd divers religious Books, and 
As Books 
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which had as good an Effect in reclaiming 
many People from Irreligion and Prophaneneſls 
as perhaps ſeveral of thoſe wrote and Publiſh'd by 
Men who were ordained by a Biſhop, and yet [ 
never heard of any of the former that were cenſur'd 
by any devout or judicions Perſons for their En- 
deavours of this Kind; but on the Contrary, mueh . 
commenced and eftcem'd for their Labours, even 
by the Clergy themſelves. Bu farther, ſuppoſing j 
cach of us to have an irreſſiſtable Conviction on ; 
his Conſcience, that it is the will of GOD he ; 
ſhould preach or exhort in the Manner beſoremen. | 
tion'd, and if, with this Conviction, there is given 
to us by the Spirit of him who is no ReſpcQer of 
Perſons, a Gift for this Work, an if in our uſing 
this Gift we find the Almighty ſets his Seal thereto, 
by cauſing the word of Exhortation to prove Ff ö 
fectual to the reforming of many Sinners, I ſay, if | 
theſc Fruits follow ſuch a Conviction, would it be 

right in the Sight of GOD to deſiſt. only be- 

cauſe we had not the Impoſition of Hands conferr* 

on us, I appeal to every ſober unbvaſs'd Chriſtian, 

whether this Objection be ſufficient to ſatisfy our * 
own Conſciences ia ſo weighty and tender a point, 

and whether, iſ we were hereby diſcourag'd from 

doing what we are ſatisfied. is our duty to do, we 

ſhould be able to give an Account of our Lord's 

Talent with Joy in that great Day of his Com- 


ing if we now bury it in the Earth; Beſides, 


were we to diſobey the Dictates of our Hearts, 


Where would be our Love for Souls; Thoſe 


precious 


CENT AN 


( Huy 


precious Souls for whom Cnrx1sT Died ? 
If we could unmov'd look on and ſee thouſands 
of them haſtening to Deſtruction, and ruſhinghead- 
Jong into the Bottomleſs Pit that is ever open rea - 
dy to ſwallow them up, and not do what in us lay 
to prevent this? ſurely we ſhould then. ſtand ſelf. 
condemned beſore the Judge of the whole Wortd, 

He from whom no Secrets are hid, h: who tryeth. 
the Hear and ſearcheth the Reins knoweth that 
the one only Deſire of our Souls is the Revival ok 
Chriſtianity in the Power as well as Form thereof, 
and we are willing to ſpend ard he ſpent and do. 
all that we can for bringing about this great and 
important End, and if it were in our Power, we. 
would remove thi. Occaſion of Offence out of the, 
Way; but as-the Fault is not in ourſelves, we dare 
not at the Peril of our own Souls hut go on in the. 
Way we know the'Lord hath call'd us. And we 
arc well aſſured that this Practice is not without 
Precedent For even at the Beginning of the Re- 
formation M CALVIN and ſ me of the Reform- 
ers abroad were Lay men, theſe preach'd and ex- 
horted before they were ordained, and I believe in 
every reſormed Church it is a Rule that. every Mi. 


niſter muſt in that Caſe be tried for a Time; and 


it is ſuppoled that this Rule was Inſtituted in Con- 
ſormity to that Precept of St, Paul. And let them 
alſo be firſt proved, then let them uſe the Office of 4 
Deacon being found blameleſs 1 Tim, 3. 10. Now 
I know no caule of their being thus proved in the 


Irimitive times, but this, to fee if they bad 


a Giſt ſrom GOD, to Preach the Goſpel, 
| and 


ͤ— 
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pel and that ther own Lives were blameleſs. 

As to the Objection that ſome of us are unlearned 
J anſwer, if by Learning you mean the 
knowledge of Languages, and Philoſophy, I rea. 
di'y grant many 1 us are not well ſki!Pd in them, 
and yet we wiſh, that all thoſe who value themſel- 
ves on this account; had a much larger ſhare of it 
than they really have; but what then, cannot the 
Almighty make uſe of fuch} Men as Inſtruments in 
his Hands, for goed to Mankind, tho they have 
not ſuch a portion of Human Learning? For 
GOD Sath choſen the Fosliſp things of the World, to 
confound the Wiſe ; and GOD had choſen the weak 
thingsof the Warld. to confound the things which are 
mghty; and baſe things of the World, and things which 
ore deſpiſed, hath GOD cheſen, yea, and things which 


are not, to nought things that are: that no Fleſh ſhould 


Glory in his prejence, 1 Corin. 27, 28, 29. I wiſh 
all who make this objection would Read the lat- 
ter part of this Chapter from the 15th Verſe 
Our Logp alſo thank'd his Father, be cauſe be ad 
hid theſe things from the Wiſe, and prudent, and had 
revealed them unto Babes. Andas the. reforming 
of Sinners is the work of the Leap, ſo every 
Inſtrument Employed therein muſt ſay, not unto Us - 
O LO R D, not unto Us, but unto thy Namebe aſcrib. 


A the Praiſe. 


As to the objection that we are wicked Men, 
I aſk where are our Wickedneſſes to be ſeen, or 


here are they to be found upon Record J are wy, 


8 3 


1 J 2s to a moſt falſe, ſcurtilous, and wicked Pam- 


( 


of them to be ſeen or ſound in your City or in this 
Kingdom ? Juſt as much here as in any Part of 
the King's Dominions or in the Whole World,-- 
It is to be obſerv'd that they who make 
this objection, if aſk'd how do you know that 
they are wicked or immoral Men? Their 
Reply immediately is, I wastold ſo, Nay. I was. in. 
formed ſo by Mr. Such a one, who is @ very hoe 
neſt reputable Man, and I may rely upon what be 
| fays as Fact, for 1 know he would not tell a Lye,. 

now ſuppoſing you were to apply to this ſame Mr. 
Reputahle Man, who would ſcorn to utter a Falſe- 
hood and aſk him concerning the Veracity of this 
Report his Anſwer would be juſt the ſame as before 
ramely ** /was teld o””. And thus you may trace 
theſe wicked Reports as far back as you pleaſe, &. 
youl; find every one anſwering in the ſame Manner, 
and be never the nearer finding ont the original 
Author, Inſtances of this Kind have been often 
known, but were it poſſible. to trace each Evil Re- 
port toits real Author, you will always find their 
Hirſt Riſe is either from Prejudice, or Miſapprehen- 


fion of Things. But ſuppoſing we were to admit 


it to be true, that alſ or moſt of us are wicked men 
(which we thus publickly challenge the whole.U. 
niverſe to prove) yet, where is Brotheriy * 
8 = 
phlet publi did in BAS ToL againſt the Rev. Mr. 
JohN WES IE v; that has been already ſufficiently 
reſuted, and may G O D ſorgive the Authors and 


Publiſhers thereof, as they well know the Falſehgods 
coatain'd herein To, | 


— le. a nts... 
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and Charity and Bowels of Chriftian Love, in 
tole that thew themſelves highly pleas'd and de- 

lighted when they hear a freſh Story of vs, and 

with Pleaſure rcla'e jt to many again. Is this do- 
ing unto another ſuch as they would chuſe in the 
Jike Situation thould be done unto them? I am ſure 
it is not; — would any of you who are thus with 

pleaſure relating Evil of us, be pleas'd if another 
knew an Evil thing of you, to rclate it to as ma · 
ny as he met or was acquainted with? would you 
tank him for his Pains? if non, how then can you 
have any pretence to Chriſtianity, who are thus 
doing as you wonld not be done unto, ydu that 
are thus ſmiting your Neighhour ſecretly, and 
when abgve all, the Things you are ſpeaking are 
palpable Falſhoods, ſurely this is not Chriſtianity : 
Go then, firſt caſt the Beam out of thine own 

| Eye, and then ali thou ſee clearly to pluck 
the Mote out of thy Brother's Eye. And untill this 
is done we ſhall obſerve our L o x D's Words. 
_ Bleſſed are je when Men ſhall revile you, and perſecute 
you, and ſhall ſay all Manner of F.vil again(} you falfe * 
ly for the Son of Mans ſake. rejoice, and be exceeding 
Glad, for great is you? reward in Heaven: for ſo did their 
Fathers unto the Prophets, By yet farther, tho we 


thould be capable of deceiving Men, yet we cannot 


deceive Gop; he knows our Hearts, and whether we 
have any by or Siniſter ends in what we are about. 
had we any Views of this kind, ſurely the Lox D 
would not ſo bleſs or proſper our Endeavours, as 
that Sinners ſhould be converted and turned te 


written 


the Lok d. For can, Satan caſt out Satan is it not 
vrinten, a Kingdom divided «gainſt i1ſelf, cannot 
and. ; 2 
# Txt Blind Man in the Goſpel cou'dſay on his 
being reſtored to fight. If this Man was not of 
God he could do nothing Admitting there are any Men 
now in the World whom the Loxd in a particular 
manner is pleas'd ſhou'd be employed in overturning 
the Kingdom of Satan; do you not know that it is 
the Intereſt and deſire of the Devil, to hinder all 
that he can from liſtening to ſuch Mens Preach- 
ing, leaſt they with others ſhould be converted 
aud turn'd to GOD, And which way can he more 
Efſectually hinder Men, either from hearing them 
Preach, or from receiving any benefit thereby, than 
by blackening their Character. This hath been 
his conſtant Method, for near Six thouſand Years, 
you may find it throughout all the Scriptures of the 
old and new Teſtament, Then let not the People 
of this City be Ignorant of Satans Devices, nor 
mut their Eyes againſt a light that Shines ſoclear. 
| I Now proceed to examine the objections that 
are made againſt the Do®rines of the Church of 
England, which we profe is and Teach, and the 
firſt 's, our affirming that all the Children of GOD, 
do now receive the Holy Ghoſt, and that the 
have him actually dwelling in them, This I would 
chuſe to anſwer from our own received and 
Eſtabliſhed - Principles, and afterwards to anſwer 
from thoſe Sacred writings, the Written words 
of GOD. e 


Axr 
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Ay herein Lanrpreatly Surpriſed ta find a Per- 
fon who calls himſelf a Member of the Church of 
England, denying this divine Truth, Let ſuch 
a one read over ſoderly, and attentively, the 
Morning Service of the Church, the Collects, the 
Articles and alſo the Homilys ; and then ſee if we 
afiirm more than the Church doth ; for in them 
we are taught 10 believe, that it is the Holy Ghoſt who 
is the Lord and giver of all Spiritual Lifs, the Liſe 
of Gop in the Soul of Man; the Church alſo ad- 

mits this Doctrine whether Baptized in our Infancy 
or when we are of Riper years ; for it is faid inthe 

_ firſt Prayer of the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, waſh 

them and ſanctify them with the holy Ghoſt, and in, 

another Prayer, give the holy Spirit to theſe Perſons, 

And in the firſt Prayer of Confirmation it is aid, 

Almighty and Everlaſting Gop, who' has Vouchſafed 

. #9 regenerate theſs thy Servants by Water and the 

Holy Ghoſt, and this is farther confirmed in the 26 

Article of Sin after Baptiſm, It is alſo evident, that 

in the Service of the Church it is . ſuppoſed and 

. Implyed that all who are Believers have received 

the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe we pray— And take not 
_ #hy holy Spirit frem us, which could not be done 
if we had not received him, and the reaſon and 
neceſſuy of our receiving him, as our. Church In. 
forms ns, is that we who before were Children of wrath 
may be hereby made the Children of Grace: And that 

having the Spirit dwelling and abiding with us, we 


may be enabled to live pure and Holy while we are 


in this World, and that when we depart hence we 
may come to his Eternal Joy, and agreeable hereto 


- 
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in the firſt prayer of the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm 
after having Prayed for the holy Ghoſt to be given 
to the Child 'tis ſaid, that he being delivered from thy 
Wrath &c, And 'tis likewife affirmed that Works 
done before the grace CHRIST. and the Inſpiration 
of his Spirit, are not pleaſing to GOD' c. 13th Ar- 
ticle. And therefore it is that the Church prays, 
that Almighty GOD would cleanſe the thoughts of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, And 
hence it isthat when anyone, is confirmed, the Biſhop 
Prays to Gop; that the Perſon ſo confirmed may derly 
Increaſe in his Holy Spirit more, and more until he comes 
to Gops everlaſting Kingdom: And in what parti- 
culars they are ta be Increafed is mentioned in the 
Prayer before: Namely, to Increaſe in them the 
 Mansfold Gifts of Grace ; the Spirit of Wifdom and 
Underſtanding ; the ſpirit of Councel and Ghoſtly 
Strength ; tbe Spirit of Knowledge and true Gods 
lineſt &c, we are taught in our Cathechiſm, 10 
believe in GOD the Holy Ghoſt, who Sandtifieth us 
and all the Ele# People of GOD, Now I know not 
| what can be meant by the Holy Ghoſt Sanctifying 
me, butthis, that by his dwelling in my Heart he 
creates all my Tempers anew, and plants in me © 
the Mind that was in CHRIS Tr. and 3 to 
this Belief we are taught to pray, that we may daily 
be renew'dby thy Holy Spirit. Col. for Cu RIS TNA 
. Dax: And that. lf our worldly and carna Laſts may 
be martified by thy Holy Spirit. Col, for the Ci reum- 
cifion of Cyx1sT. And as the Love of GOD 
med abroad in our Hearts by the Hot r GmosrT, 
alone can purify our „ & our evil . 
5 77 | | an 
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and wean us from the Love of the World. 
and can cauſe us to love our Neighbaur as our- 
ſelves: We are taught to pray the Lo R P. to ſend 
.Us the Holy Ghoſt and pour into our Hear ts that moſt 
. excellent Gift of Cu aRIiTyY the very Bond of pe ace 
and of all Virtues; without which whoſoever liveth is 
counted dead hefore G O D. Col for the Sunday 
next before LENT, And we alſo pray 
That being filld with the Holy Ghoſl. we may learn to 


2 


love and bleſs our Perſecuters bythe b xample of the 


Firſt Martyr $t.S 1 EVA F A. Col. lor St. STEPHEN'S 


Day. 
AGAIN. is it poſſible for any Man to | have the 


a H oLY Gos thus dwelling in him, ſo as to 
ſanctify all his corrupt Aſſections and Deſires, to 
Fra e all his Tempers anew, to purify his Heart 


from. the Love of the World, and to plant the 
Love of GOD in it's Place, and this in ſuch a 
Manner. as that he lever he Loxp his GOD 
with all his Heart, with all his Soul. with all his 
Mund. end with all his flrength, and his Neighbour 


at heme. f; His Heart to be fo purified from An- 


ger, that he hath lear ned, and is now able to love 


and bleſs them that deſpiteſully uſe him, and per- 


ſecute him I ſay is it poſſible. for a Man to have 
this great Change wrought in himſelf, and he 
be inſenſible oſ it, more eſpecially when the Re- 
ality of it is maniſeſt in the Holineſs of his 


outward Life and Convorſa ion: 


And laſtly can this great Truth be more firong- 


* expreſs d than in the l ol our own Church, 


That 
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! ; 
That God'y Perſons feel in themſelves the Workings: 
of rhe Spirit of Chriſt. © 6 SR 
Now I would aſk all who have ever heard a- 
ny of us preach, whether we at any. Time carried. 
Matters of this Kind farther than our Church doth;s. 
And as Members thereof if we have not preach'd- 
conſiſtent with our on Principles; — and if for 
this we ſhould he charged by ſome as Enthuſiaſts | 
let ſuch! know that they deride not us, but the 
Church of EnplanTand the firſt Eſtabliſhers of the: | 
Doctrines thereof. I am likewiſe as much aſtoniſh'd. F 
to find, many who call themſelves Members of | 
the ſame-Church, as ignorant about the Doctrine = 
of the Forgiveneſs of Sins, as tho they had never | 1 
been at Church in their Lives, nor had ever read W |\ 
their Common Prayer Book. Now as to this par- 1 
ticular, on the leaſt Obſervation we may eaſily diſ. 1 
cern the great wiſdom of our Church in appoint- || | 
ing that ſome of the firſt words the Miniſter ſhall 1 
2 to the People, when aſſembled ſhou'd. be to | 
eclare that GO D hath given Power and 1 
Commandment, unto his Miniſters, to declare and pro. 
nounce to his People being penitent the ABSOLUTION. 


and Reis $10N of heir Sins, that he pardeneth and 6 
a abſo verh all them that truly Repent and unfeignede . "1 
2 belejve his Holy Goſpel : And agreeable therefore. - 


to this Declaration, are we taught in many pla4 . 
ces as Penitent Sinners to Confeſs our Sins to 
God, to the end. that we may obtain forgivneſ5. of the _ 
fanie Gc. tram, whence it is exceeding plain, that | Th 
 ourChvrehbelivesthere is a Poſſibiliiy of our obtain ·  - 
ing the Forgivenaſs 1 our Sins; here and therefore 
SE 2+ e Are 
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wo taught toPray in the Litany, That” it may 

P caſe thee to give us true Repentance, to forgive us 

all aur fins Negligences, and Tenorances & again 

— e hateſt noth ng that thou haſt made and 

df forgive the ſins of all them that are Penitent 

Col. for Aſh Wedneſdav. Alſo, © LORD 

we beſeech thee abſolve thy People from their Of 
Fences. Col. for the 24th Sunday after Trinity - 
And he Church not only Suppofes that we may 60 
find this, but is confident, that all belivers really | 
bave it; for in the Biſhops Prayer at Conſi mation | 
it's faid, Alnighty and Ever living Cod, 1% haſt | 
Vouchſafed io ' Rege erate thele - thy Servants by 
Water ond the Holy Ghoſt, and haſt given unto them 
Jorgiveneſs of all their Sins. And the means wheres 

be this Pardon was procured 'for Sins are the 
Suſtering of Chriſt ; who wade ( his. own Obla- 

tin of | bimſelf onie offered ) 4 fall perfect and 
Sufftiont Sacrifice, lation and fatisfattion | for 

the fins of the whole World. Prayer of Con- 
ſe-rextion — The Church not only affirms that 
Chriſt is the fole Author of this Fardon or for : 
giveneſs of Sins, but alſo that it is by Faith alone 

we are mide” Partakers of that Pardon, for thus 
he Frjth Mo humbly befeeching thee to grant that. 
by the Merits and Death of thy Son Felus thrift 
en1 through Faith it bit Blood, we and ali the 
who'e urch may o- 4 Pemiſins of our (ing. and. 
ell ober bene of h is Paſſnon — Prayer after 

the Communion — -Farther. We are account 

Righteous before G0 U, only for the Merit : of our. 
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not for eur, own Works or defervingrs 
Wherefore that we art Juſlified by  Falth only 

Ir a moſt wholeſome Doctrine and very full © 
Comfort, as more largely expreſſed in the Homily ; 
Juſlißcation; XI. Article of the Justifcation of 
Man. And the two follewing Articles plain. 
ly prove not only that we ate Juſtißed in this 
Late ; but alſo that we can do ho geod Works 
pleaſing to God until we are Juſtified, fo asmucty 
as good Works are the fruits Of Faith andfollow 

after Juſtification. — From the whole then the 
Church - affirms that Jaftification and Forgiveneſs 
of Sin is one and the fame Thing: and that alt 
Vabelievers are in a State ©f Condemnation, and 
are under the wrath and curſe of GO b; ard that 
all true Believers are in a State of Salvation, and 
in the favour of GOD I believe every reaſon. 
able Man will admit that it from thence evidently 
follows, that at the Time when we believe 
we are deliver'd from the wrath of Go 4 
from à State of Condemnation, and ate then Re- 
eonciled to the favour of G o » and brought in- 
to a State of Salvation. Now can any well difs 
poſed Perſon ſuppoſe that all this ean be. done up; 
on the Soul of any Man, and. heat the ſame Time 
not to perceive the Change in himſelf as has been 


already obſerved, ſurely he cannot. But ſtilt 
farther — the Church -ſuppoſeth that before we 
are forpiven, our Minds are uneaſy 5 but when we 
are forgiven that uheaſineſs which was cauſed by 
guilt is taken away along with our guilt; for thus: 
He ſayeth in _— of the Prayery : - © _ 
R 3 | ; 
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we Beſeech thee mercifully hear our Prayers and 
Hare all tho who confeſs their fins unta thee, 
that they wheſe Conſciences by ſin are accuſed 
by thy Merciful Pardon may be Abſolved ; 
Col. for the 3oth of January — Again, in the 
Conſeſſion at the Communion we ſay the Remen.s- 
brance of our fins is grievous unto us the Burden 
of them is Intollerable &c- alter this Confeſſion 
the Miniſter, ſays, hear what comfortable Words 
our Saviour Chriſt ſaith unto all that truly turn. 
to him, Come unto me all ye that Travil and 
are beavy Laden) and I will refreſh you; or as: 
the Word are in the Goſpel.  { well give you ret 
now I aſk again can any one ſuppoſe that the Ob- 
' taining forgiveneſs of Sins the being delivered from. 
the wrath of Gap; and Reconciled to his 
favour, the being delivered from. a State of Con · 
demnation and brought into a ſtate of Salvation, 
the being made (os the Catechiſm teacheath us) 
a Memher of Chriſt a Child of GO D. and an In- 
heritor of the Kingdom of Heaven; are ſuch tri- 
Mes that all this may be done and we not know it. 
Is it poſſible in the Nature ol Things for any Sin- 
ner to come to Jeſus Chriſt weary and heavy laden 
with an intollerable Load of Sin and Guilt, and 
the Lamb of G O D that taketh away the Sin of 
the World. to take away that Burthen frombrs mind 
and give him Reſt, and Peace; can this I fay be 
done and he not perceive it, it might as well be 
ſaid that Women may bring their firſt born into 
the World, and not know it. But as the Church 
aſirms as is before oblerved that all * 
x aye 
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* have a ſure Confidence that their Sins are fox- 
given ihem.“ then how is it poſſible for an 

Man that calls himſelf a Member thereof, and be- 
leives her Doctrines to deny that we may now 
receive the Holy Ghoſt and that we may now- 
through the. Merits of Chriſt, receive the Forgive» 
neſs of Sins, and that all true Beleivers are aſſured' 
of it in themſelves, ſure no Member of the Church 
of England can, conſiſtently with his own priuei- 
ples, deny this plain Truth. | Fw] 
But the chief Reaſon which embold ns us te 
affirm theſe great Truths, is, that the Scriptures 
of the old and new Teſtament fully prove it. 
The old Teſtament affirms that Go D hath pro. 
miſed that he will pour out his Spirit upon all Fleſh, 
Joel, Chap, 2, Verſe 28 ; again, in the new he. 
hath told us that if” any Man have not tho Spirit of + 
Chriſt he is none of his, Ard again, Know ye not that 
ye are the Temple of G 0 D, and that the pirit of. 
Goa dwelleth in you Cor, 3 v. 16, And that all the: 
Children of God do now actually receive the holy 
Ghoſt is farther confirmed in theſe Words — 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of GOD. 
they are the Senso GO D. For ye baue 

vor resei ved the Spirit of Bondage again unts 
Fear, but ye bave received the Spirit of Adep- 
tion, whereby we cry Abba Father. The. 
Spirit 6rſelf beareth Witneſs with our Spirit . 
that we are the Children of GO D — Ron. 
Sith, Verſe 14, 15, 16, And again, grievs nos 
the boly Spirit of GOD, whereby ye are 
Sealed uxto the Day 3 Redemption. Eph. 
| Fo | 45 
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4. 30. And yet again St. John ſays, hereby 
know we that awe dwell in him and he in un, 


becauſe he hath given us of his Spirit John 


4; 13- Now all theſe foregoing Scriptures prove, 
that all the Children of G Þ in every Age of 
the World have actually the Spirit of G o Þ 
dwelling in them, and are thereby affur'd that 
they are the Children of Gop. And thet we may 
have ſuch an aſſurance in this Life that our Sins 
are forgiven, is very plain from Scripture. I will 
only produce a few Proofs from Many — it is 
thus ſaid by the Prophet. Ter the Wicked for- 


ſalis his Way, and the unrighreous Man his 


Thoughts, aud let him return unto the Lord 
and be will have Mercy upon him, and 10 
our ' GOD for he well abundantly Pardon, 
Fla. 55. Chap. 7. V. To the Lord ou / GOD 
belong Mercies and ſorgivneſſes, tho 4ve have 
rebelled againſt him Dan. 9. Chap, V. mth, 
And that Repentance and Remi ſſion of Sins 


ſhou d be Preach'd in his Name among #ll Na- 


tions, 24. Luke. 47 V. — Ze it known unto 
ven thereſore, Mien and Brethren that 


 throngh this Man is Preath'd unto yon the 


Forgiveneſs of Sins Acts 13. 38. And their 
Sins and their Tniquities will 1 remember no, 


more Heb. 10. 17. If we confeſs our Sins 


GO Dis faithfull and juſt to forgive us our 
Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, 1 John, 1 Chap. 9. V. Thele Scriptures 
I think are ſufficient to prove that it is the duty of 
all- the Miniſters of Chriſt to declare to the Nene. | 
| a Pap „ 1 55 


F — 


„ 
that they may receive the ſorgivr eſs of. Sins. 


The Death and Paſſion o our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Meritorious cauſe of theſe Blefſings, 


as appears from theſe Words; ſurely he hath 
Born our Griefs : And carried our Sorrows but 


he was wounded for eur Tranſgreſſions, he was 
brui/ed for our Iniquities, the Chaſtiſement of 
cur Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes 
abe are heal'd, All ue like Sheep have. gone 
aſtray, we have turned every one to his os 
Way, and the Jord hath laid on him the Ini. 
guity of us all Jia, 53- Ch. 4;.5. 6, Who was 
delivered from our Offer.ces and was raiſed a- 
gain lor our Juſtification Rom. 4. Ch. 25 V. for 
te hath made him to be Cin Jor us, aubo knew 
no ſin; that wwe mig ht be made the Righteouf- 
neſs of GOD in. him, 2 Cor. 5, Ch. 21. V. 


And to him give all the Prophets Wits. 


neſs that thro his Name whoſotver believers 
in him ſpall receive Remi ſſion of Sins Adds 10. 
43+ But now the Righrecuſneſ of 0D 
aut Heut the Law is manifeſted. being neathe ffs 
ea by rhe Law and ths Vrephets; Even the 


Righreouſnefs of GO D which is by Faith of. 


ae Chriſt unto. all, and upon ail them that 
have ſinned and cone ſhort of the Glory of GOD: 
Being juſtiſied freely by his Grace, thro' the 
Redemption that is iu Feſus Chriſt : Whom 
GOD hath ſer forth to be 4 Propitiation. 
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thro Faith iu his Blood, to declare his Riohte- 
ousneſs for the Remi ſſion of ſins that are paſt 
thro the Forbearance of G O D. Ts declare 
IJ ſay, at this Time his Righteouſneſ, that He 
might be juſt and the Juſtiſier of him which te- 
leiueth in Jeſu ? Hhere i braſting then it is ex-+ 
cluded? By what Lau of Mork Nax, but by 


that a Man is juſtified by Faith without the 
Deeds of tbe Law Rom 3+ Ch. 23- V. to 28. 
But to him that aworkerh nor but beiteyerh on 
him that juſtifieth the Ungodly his Faith is 
counted to him for Righteouſneſs Ch. 4. V 5, 


Faith; it will then plainly follow that all that truly 


Cou'd not be juſti fird by the Law of Moſes Acts. 
13 Ch 39. — He that believeth on him, is not 
condemned John 3 Ch. V. 18. He that 
belei vet h on the von, hath everlaſting Life. and 
he that believeth nos the Son, ſhall nor ſee Life, 
bus the Wrathof G OD abideth en him V. 36 
Perily verily, 1 lay unto you, he that heareth 
my Word and believerh on him tbat ſent me, 


Condemnation 
ture I hope it is now plain, that every one that 


Condemnazio and reftcr'd to the favour of 
1 | Go 


the Law of Faith. Therefore we corclude, 


As our Pardon or Juſtification is receiv'd by + 


believe are juſtified ; for thus it is written. And. 
by him (namely Chriſt) All that believe are 
Juflied from all i hings, from which they 


bath + rear a, Life, and ſhall nat come into 
37 


ut i; paſſed from Death unto 
Liſe Ch 5. 24 From theſe paſs ages of Scrip 


truly believes is now delivered from a State of 
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G ov. All his Sins that are palt are now blotted 
out, and he is no more Condemn'd for them either 
by G oÞ or his own Conſcience, and this he 
| knows and feels by happy Experience. Therelore 
fays the Apeſtle :  BlefedcorAappy) is the Monwhoſe 
Tniquities are forgiven and whoſe S ins are covered 
Rom, Ch, 4. V. 7. and the Prophet tell's us. In 


thatday thuuſpall ſay o Lord, I will praiſe ties 
tho theu was angry, with me, thine Anger is 


turned away and thou Comforteſt me. Behold, 

GO Dis my Salvation: I avill truſt, and not 
be afraid; for the Lord Jznovan. is my 
ſtrengih and my Song, he alſo i: become my. 
Salvation = Iſa, Chap, 12, V. 1. 2. from hence 
it's evident, that I or any Man may know the 
Day when, Go Þ's Anger is turned away and he 
is reconciled unto me; for by revealing this uns, 


to me he comforts me, II you ead the whole 


Chapter you'l find a Belciver enjoys a preſent Sal- 
vation — the Ptalmiſt cou'd fay as far as. Eaft is. 
from the Weſt, ſo far haſt thou ſet our Sins from uz, 
Pſa, 10, V. 12. ſo alſo cou'd Hezekiah lay, Be. 
bald for Peace I had great Bitterneſs, but hu haſt 
in Love to my Soul delivered ij t from the Pit of Corrup- 
tion, for thou haſt caſt all my Sins behind thy back. 
the Living, the Living he ſpall Praiſe thee as 1 ds 
at this Day. Iſa. 38 Chap. ty V our Lord ſaidto 
the Man ſick of the Palſie, Son thy Sins be forgigen 
thee, Mark 2 Ch. 5 V. and again, that Mary did 


Weep much, and Love much, hecgufe ſbe had much for- 
given 8 now cou'd ſhe Weep much, and Love 


much, if ſho did not know ſhe had much eee 
He 
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He is ſaid alfo 29 give the Knowledge of S. Ioatior tv 
Bis People. by the Remi ſton of their Sint Luke 1 Ch. 
V. 77. therefore being juſtified by Faith, we have 
| Peace with GO D, thr our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
Rom, 5 Ch t V. I whom wwe have Redemption 
Iro, his Blood, the, forgivnejs of Sins atcording to 
the Riches of his Grdee, wy 1 Ch- 9. the ſame 
is faid to the Colloſſians 1 Chap, 14. The A- 
poſtle fays likewiſe to the Theſſaloniaus that 1he 
Goſpel came to them in the holy Ghoſt, and in much 
Hſſurance 1 Theſs. 1 Chap. V. 5. St. John faid 
{ write unte you little Children becan/e your Sivs are 
forgiven yon for his Names ſake, 1 John. 2 Ch. 12. 
Our Lotd ſuppoſes that before 4 Man hath his 
Sins forgiven him, his Mind is burthen'd, his Sing 
lie's as a heavy Load upon his Conſcience which 
makes him go Mourning all the Day long, while 
he Walks on in Datkneſfs and fees no Light: and 
"tis to fuch our Lords Words are directed. Come 
wt; mie all ye that labogr and are heavy laden. and 
J will give you reſt, Mat. 11. 28 Now, I know 
no Wey of piving a Man Reſt, but by taking a- 
way the Burthen that oppreffes him, and if it be 
his Sins that burthen him, then there is 0 Way 
of giving h ni reft, but by forgiving or taking them 
awey; ſo that forgiveneſs of Sin or Juſtification is 
_ geiting Faſe from a Burthen; is light after Darkneſs ; 
is Joy and Comſort after Grief and Sorr w, and 
the Experience of any (one of all )of theſe, proves 
that that Mau is forgiven. of juſtified and perceives 
ed knows in his own Soul that he is in this ble 
„„ 
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ture, it will yet be objected, that this is not to bg 


25 this) be oonclufi we to me, and e 
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Bor tho we prave this Doctrine from gerjp · 


ex pecbed new, and the Receiving the holy Ghoſt, 
the Aſſurance af the Forgiveneſs of Sins was only 
the Priviledge of former Ages, As often as. this 
Objection has been made, I have neyer known it 
to be proved; pays if any ane Text of Scripture 
gan be produced to ſupport it, I will then, give u 
the Argument ; but when I find ſuch a Cloud of 
Scriptures proying that the Promiſe is unto Us an 
to our Children, and to all them that are afar of 
even unte as many as the Lord eur C D Ha 
call. I ruſt in this Ca e act like a Man of Reaſon, 
and ſay, Let GO D le trie and every Man that 
contradicts him) 4 Har. ——, But may I not 
ar aſk the Objectets to this Truth, how do you 
now. or grove that the Privileges of the, Goſpel 
gre not the ſame now as formerly 2 Do you find 
this any where written? Have we not as muci 
need of the'. Forgiveneſs of Sin and indwelling © 
the Spirit of G 0p. now, as formerly? If it be 
ſtill true that Nething unboly gan enter into the Ai 
dom of Heaven and that it is Go p the holy Ghok 
thar.. ſanRifieth all the ęlect People of G o p 
the Appoſtla told us that whatfcever it wi; fen 4 
oretime mas write far gur Iuſtructign pes, whom 198 
Ends of the World an came — Put perhaps it 
will be found that the chick Reaſon why mo 
deny this, is becauſe they have neyer Experienced is 
in-their own Souls; but what then? Mult the abe 
ion of any ope (Eſpecialy. in ſo degenerate a0 Ag 
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lay aſide my Bible, how ſhou'd I be able to anf. 
wer this in the Day of my Lord's coming ? far 
better were it for every Man TCinftead of 
thus diſputing againſt his own Happineſs 
to Enquire of Go d, if there be any ſach Bleſſings 
to be enjoyed in this Lile, that he would open. bis 
Eyes and Convince him ofs it, that he woul! 
ſoon make him a happy Partaker thereof; and that 
he with the Reſt of the Children of Go Dp may 
have this Earneſt of his Inheritance in his 
Heart. 1 
And we are lar from thinking e Methods we 
make uſe of in convincing Men of the Truth of 
theſe Doctrines. and in confir ning them in the 
Practice of them. improper or irregular. We are 
not convinced that the Fields or any Public Places 
are at all improper for this Purpoſe'; for hereby 
we have a much better Opportunity of being uſeful” 
io People of every Denomination. and of convine- 
e ing and converting thoſe, who perhaps never 
a wou'd go into a Church or any other Place of 
| Workhip, and alſo we think it execedingly | be- 
comirg. the Character of a Shepard in Iſrael, 

that, if the Sheep wil) not ſeek him, to go ont in- 
10 the Highways and Hedges, and compell them to 
cone in. Even a Clergy man in Italy cou'd reply 
when ** aſked why they Preached ſo often ih the 
« Street. when they Fad ſo many Churches 
% Manly came to heir us there, that would not 
| « Come to hear us in any other Place, and by 
J i * this 7 ua ae Wake U C0 onverts1 ro our 

| u 


111 
But, again, ſame have objected againſt out 
Preaching fo oſicu, and ſay wou'dit not be enough 
to Preach every Sunday, why on the Days ber. 
ween, and why not only every ay, but twice 
every. Day — to this let me give as jmpagtial 
an Anſver as I can, — Suppole ſome one Man 
of this City, a Year ar two ago, lived a Carleſs 
and Wicked Life, this Ma went tv Church or 
ſome other Place of Worſhip on a Sabbath Day, 
Fader the Sermon he heard very much affected 
him, and he found great Grief and Sorrow in his 
Heart, for his paſt Life; hence he reſolves never 
again io return to higgFolly; he goes home to his 
Houſe with this Reſolution, and there prays and 
Reads till the Aftern on he goes again to Church. 
in the Fvening, continues his good Reſolution and 
Practice and ſo teſolves for the following Week: 
the Monday comes the poor Man is ptunged in the 
Affairs of he World, is Expoſed to much Com- 
pany, and if they perceive him a little more Grave 
and thoughtful] than « rdinary, he is immediately 
Laugh'd out of all his Seriouſneſs and Reſolution, 
his Affections are Cold and Languid be may at. 
tempt to Read and Pray again And again. ga, 
thers a little Strength, next Day the ſame Temp» 
| tations retu-n, all the Impreſſions of the Sermon 
he had heard are now quite worn away and he re- 
turns to the ſame Courſe of Life as before, thus 
he goes on from Week to Week, and Year to 
Year, and ſtill continues the ſame Man, as at firſt. 
Therefore ye ought to give the More earneſt heed, 
10 . which y6 have heard, leaſt: of ary 
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ings in ſuch, Follies as 
to the Glory of Gap, and Benefit of their own 


Time, pon ſbauld let then 77 Heb. „ 
or as the Margin more exprellively has it, the 
Heart of Man is like a leaking Veſſell”; the 
god that it has received on Sunday. may all be 
Fin beſore Sunday returns again. 
As all theſe Things muſt be granted. we can- 


not but think it our Duty to Preach every Day, 
and Twice every Day it Poſfible, to warn Man. 
kind of their Sin, and danger and call them home 
40 Go p. we have already experlenced the Uſeſule 


neſs of it, and thro? the Grace and Strength of 
God will « Purſue it., — Our Reafon for Prea- 
ching ſo early in the Marniag, is, that we may 
have done by 6 O'Clock, tlfat all may go timel; 

to their 77 5 and we have frequently found 


that this has had a happy Influence on the Minds 


of many. for the remainder of the Day, and per- 
haps, prevented them from repeating their former 
Follies, — Agaio, we Preach at fix o Clock in the 


Evening, becauſe maſt have then concluded their 


Daily Labour, and it 0 of Spending the Even- 


efore, may now ſpend them 


Souls, and. we think that it js not only well that 


we thow'd begin and end the Day, in Gloriſying 


the GOD den our Salvation but that (as we are 
Creatures vf a Day) we ſhou'd be reminded of 


eternal Things Morning and Evening; and where 


is the Man who af, wiſhes the Advancement 
of real Religion, will object to all this, 


Bur fn will ay, * all this we allow to be good, 


hut We don- t uaderſiand the gelign of ba our. 


rivate 


ties,” 
; 20 
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Societies == all that is intended by them is'this, 
the more to build up thoſè in the Love of On, 
who have received it. As moſt of theſe now fors 
med into religious Society, were Men formerly-of 
irregular' Lives, and Converſatioß, and are now 
like undiſeiplin'd Soldiers. We think private Ex- 
hortations, and Admonitions for inſtructing them in 
their ſpirituaÞ progrefs as neceſſary as public 


Preaching, for having but newly ſet their Faces hea- 
venward they are yet unacquainted with the many 


thouland Snares that are laid in their Way 
the World, the Fleſh and the Devil in order to br 


them back totheir former evil courſes, but beingthus 
unted they can ſtrengthen and confirm each other, in 


the way. & jointly reſiſt the attempts of the Commoi 
enemies, of their” Souls, for a threefold Cord is nut 


quickly broken, again many of theſe are unaequainted 


with the Workings of the Spirit of GOD upon ths 


Soul, and are at alofs how to behave, underhis Influs. 


ences, inithis caſe. we think ſugh exhortatłons high- 
ly neceſſary ſrom thoſe who habe experience of thoſe 
things, aud who ate not ignorant of Satans Devioes 
to prevent ſuch yeung Chriſtians, from running in- 
to any by-paths or enthuſiastic Notions, and we 
the rather chuſe to give theſe Exhortatzons iu pff. 


vate, becauſe we have them à bitter Oppertunity t 


adapting them to ihe Ciroumſtandes of each Indivn. 
dual, which cannot be for well done in Prenchi 
toa mix'd Multidue. In all chis we hate the ER 
ple of the primitive Chriſtians; and fufficient᷑ autho- 
rity from Scripture, Our Lord after predch, 
ing to the Multitnde _ Diſeiples aſide pri. 
14 | | 
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vately, and explained his parables to them, and 
the Apoſtle commands the Hebrews not to for jake 
#he Aſſembling of 4 hemſelves together, as the Man- 
ner of ſome is; and if there was need in the Apoſ- 
tolic Age, that Young converts ſhou'd often aſſem. 
ble themſelves together to ſtrengthen one another's 
Hands in GOD, how much more now, when 
Chriſt ianity is at ſuch a o | bb, when it's profeſ- 


ſors are become a laughing Stock to the World, a 


by word and a Proverb of reproach ſurely at ſuch ; 
a time as this, there is great need that young Con- 


verts ſhould be daily exhorted to fave themſelves 


from this wicked and untoward Generation, 

Aſter this fair Repreſentation of our Doctrines, 
I preſume none pioſeſſing the reſormed Religion, 
aud who are acquainted with the Bible, will call 
them New, or the Method of Teaching them. Re- 
Iigious Societies are no new Things; And Publick, 
pr Field Preaching is at leaſt as Old as the Refor- 
mation, and we can Produce fufficient Examples 


From the Hiſtories of it for the Practice, and even 


in our Days there are and have been for many 
Years paſt, Religious Societies eſtabliſhed in Lon- 


don, Briſtol, Dublin and in many other Places. 


who think it their Duty to Reprove and Exhort 
one another, to watch: over and provoke one ano- 
ther to Love, and to good Works; and none can 
be admitted even occaſionally to theſe Societies but 
ſuch as are Recommended by ſame of the Meme 
bers for their Soberity and Religious D-portment, 

I myſelf was a Member of one of theſe in 


Briſtol long befare 1 came acquainted with * 


+. 
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ol thoſe diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Methodiſts, 
and never knew any objection to be made againſt 
them: , and ſurely no Perſon of this City, 


who has been at any of the Places now Mention'd, 
and is in the leaſt acquainted with Religion, ean be 
ignorant, that theſe Societies have been common, 
there for this hundred Years paſt, 


bb then they ſhou'd be thought new in this 


City, ſeems to me the more ſtrange, unleſs it be a 
New Thing to depart out of the common Road of 
a Lifelels profeſſion. | 


B v Tas I hope it is ſufficicntly plain that the. 


Doctrines we Teach, are neither New or Erroneous, 
but are words of Truth and 'Soberneſs. And as 
miny have been hereby brought from a Pro- 
fine Courſe of Life, to a Serious Concern for 
their Souls, ought not all who wiſh well to the In · 
tereſt of Religion, be the Inſtruments what they 
will, to rejoice in this as the Work of G o p, and 
ought not thoſe whoſe more immediate Concern it 
is, rather to ſtrengthen our Hands in forwarding 
this great and uſefull Work and joine with us in 


Promoting the ſame, or if they are not diſpoſed to 


join with us for this end, why ſhou'd they hinder 
| Others? And why is there ſa much Pains taken to 

bring thoſe back again, who have been Reſorm'd 
: by our Preaching? 1 am Sorry to ſay, that there 
are Inſtances in this City of ſome who have been 
Reform'd. with whom there has been more Paing 
taken to bring iham back from a Liſe of Holineſs, 
than was ever taken before, to reſcue them from 
the Snare of the Devil and bring them home to 


G2 Gop 
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Gor. Can this be reconciled to Chriſtianity ? 
and will ſuch hereafter be able to give an Account 
with Joy? I will only obſerve that tho' they may 
Triumph for .a while in their Succeſs over a 
ſew weak Minds, yet the y will not hereafter Tri 
umph with thoſe who have turn'd many to Righte 
ouſneſs, and all ſhine as #he Stars for ever and e- 
ver. But rather Lament among(t thole falſe Tea- 


chers, unto whom our Lord. ſays, ye ſhut up the 


Kingdom of Heaven again(t Men ; For ye neither go in 
your ſelves.” neither ſufer\ye them that are enterin 

to goin. Mat. 23 13. — 1 ſhall here, as it's Per- 
tinant to the Purpoſe, add a Paragraph. — Taken 


cut ofthe Rev. Mr, John Weſtley's farther Appeal 


3d Part to Men of Reaſon and Religion.“ It plea 
* ſeg G o b, by two or. three Miniſters of the 
Church of England, to call many Sinners to 
% Repentance who in ſeveral parts were undeniably 
% turned ſrom a, Cour e of Sin, to a Courſe of 
H lineis, the. Miniſters of the Place where this 
« was done ought to have receiv'd theſe Miniſters 
„With open Arms, and to have taken thoſe whohad 
« juſt begun to ſerve Go p into their peculiar Care, 
« watching,over them in Tender Love, leaſt they 
« ſhou'd ſall back, into the Snare of the Devil, 
* inſtead;.of.this, theigreater Part have Speke of 
ac thole. diiniffers a2 if che Devil, not G op had 
* ſent them, ſome repell'd them from the Lord's table, 
* Others ſtir'd up the People againſt them, Re-, 
* preſenting them even in their Publick Diſcourſes, 
« as fellows not fit to Live, Papiſts, Heieticks, 


** 8 
Traitors 


n 


* FTraitors, Conſpirators againſt their King and 
Tn Country. | C 
And how did they Watch. over. the . Sinners 
lately Reform'd, even as a Leopard Watcheth 
* over; his Prey they dre ve ſome. of them alſo from 

the Lord's Table, to which ill now. they had 
no deſire to approach, they Preach'd all Manner 

* of evil Concerning them, openly Curſing them 
in the Name of the Lord. They, wrn'd many 
out of their Work, perſuaded Others to do ſo 
„ too and harraſſed them all Manner of Ways. 
The event was, that ſome were wearied out. 
and ſo turn'd back to their Vomit again, and 
they theſe good Paſtors gloried over them and 

*: Endeavoured to ſhake others by their Ex- 

„ne e cute ad Fin eee e 
þ Betore 1 conclude. this Head, I, cannot but 

take Notice of ſome Ohjections: that have been 

lately; made againſt us to this Purpoſee 

That in the beginning we told the People., we: 
nid nut come ſor the Fleece, but he Flack, but 
that now lome of the Members of the Society 
pay us ſolmuch Weekly, and therefore we are now! 
found out to be Lyars, and that our chief end is 
to get Mony &c. — to this I beg leave io reply. 

UV hen we came firſt to Cork, it was Summer 

Time, and we wanted then no Houſe to Preach in; 

becauſe we had the Conveniency of the open Airs: 

and the Light of the Sun, but now it we Preach» 
at all; it muſt be under Cever, and gt a Lime 

when Candle Light is Necefſary: Now is was im- 


poſlible ſor us ever to promiſe the Inbabitauts ahe 
+" = bal Fe OY OR 
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Eity of Cork, that we wou'd hire a Houſe, put it 
in ptoper order for Preaching, and provide other 
Conveniencies, but ſome of our Friends ſenſible 
of the Inconvenience of the approochieg Winter, 
hired a Houſe for this purpoſe and put it in as 
ood order as thy coud, and what ever Mony 
las been ſince collected either in private or Pub- 
lick, is to defray the Debts Contracted on this 
Oecaſion and other Neceſſaries ſince, and thefe 
Collections are Conſtantly received by the Ste- 
wards of the Society, and never comes into our 


Hands at all, and they are ſo far ſrom haveing 


any Thing to Sparc, that they are ſtill ſeveral 
Pounds in Debt, yet never the Lets, we are per- 
iwaded that if G O D ſeperates a Man to the. 


Goſpel of his Son, and if he has no Private For 
tune of his own to ſubſiſt on, and it is Manifeſt 
by his turning Sinners from the power of Satin 
unto G O D, that GOD hath ſent him, I ſay 


Winch a Man cannot provide for himſelf. We 
think it right in the Sight of G ON, that the 


People among whom he Labours, ſhoud provide . 
for him Food and Raiment, and a Place where to 
Tay his Head, and having theſe Things he will be 
therewith Content, for the Lord never ſends any 


one on ſuch an Important errand, till he has o- 


vercome the World, fo as to Look upon all that 
is in it as Dung, and Droſs, he will therefore be 
Carefull, only to accompliſh that great Work for 


which he is ſet apart ; He knows G O D has not 
ſent him to make his Fortune, or to lay up Gold 
*s Duſt, but to tum Sinners from Darkneſs 10 

A Light 


. 


1 


„ 


| Light, that they that Sow and thy that reap, may 


rejoice gether in the Haroeſl of the Lord — but 
to return, which of you have found us out in per. 
ſuing any Siniſter End, and can charge us with 
Departing from what we at firſt declared, ( in the 
Rules of the Societ y) who can ſay that any ob us 
have made our Fortune by Preaching, ether hear 
or elſe where „ 
What therefore can I ſay more to Convince 
you, that this is a work of G O D, tho moſt of 
the Inſtruments, by whom it is wrought are Lay» 
men. not having Episcopall ordination ; let me 
only State the Caſe of two Men, one of them has 
had a College Education, and been ordain'd by a 
Biſhop, and is fixt in ſome place where he Preaches 


| Year after Year, and at the end of ten Years, the 


People are jaſt as he found them.; all this while 
he has not one Seal to his Miniſtry, not one hat 


has been turn'd to. GOD, and received forgiveneſs 


of Sins, the other is call'd an Illiterate. Layman, 


this Man Preaches ſor fix Months in one place, + 


not with Inicing words. of Mans Wiſdem, but with the 
De/monſtration of the Spirit and with power, and in 
mat time he is bleſt with many Teſtimonies and 
Seals to his Miniftry, many who thro? the Fooliſh- 
neſs of his Preaching are tarnd from Darkneſs te 
Light, and from the power of Satan unto GD. and 
who have received the forgivneſs of Sins, Now if 
we take the Bible to judge by, it will appear to 
every unbias'd Man, that the Latter of theſe have 
a much ſurer Evidence of his heing ſent of GOD, 
to preach the Goſpel, than the former, and our 
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Lonnhas told us that by their Fruits we ſhall. 
knowthem. The Fruits whereby every Miniſter 


 whihi G'O'D had ſent to preach the Goſpel; is 


known from thoſe who are ſent only by Men are 
Aid down by the Prophet Jerm. 1 have not ſent 
theſe Prophets yet they ran; ¶ have not ſpoken to them 
Jet they-Propheſy, but if they had flood in my Council 
and had caus'd my People to hear ny words, then they 
Houd have turnd them from their Evil ways, and from 
#he Evil of their doimg, — Yet I ſent them not nor 


 Commanided' them therefore they ſball not profit this 


People al /aith the Lord, from whence it is plain 


that all whom GOD hath ſent to preach the Goſ- 


pel, ſhall profit his People, ſhall turn Sinners from 


the Evil ol their Doings, and he that doth not this : 


was neyer ſent of GP). | 
© Now if but five Sinners are thro” the weakneſs.of 


ſuch Preaching Converted and'turn'd to Gop,ſit is a 


Stonger and more convinceing proof that ſuch a 
Man is ſent to preach the Goſpel, than iſhe had re- 
ceived 'ordination from all the Biſhops in Europe, 
and had no other Evidence to produce for his be. 
ing Divinely call'd, and appointed to this work, yet 
I woud not here be under ſtood to deſpiſe or 
denation on the Contrary I Eſteem and reſpect it, 


And leſt any ſhoud Doubt of theſe Mat- 


ers of fact, We are ready to produce the 


Names and places of abode of a Cloud of 


Witneſſes whom their Neighbours, as well 
as themſelves can Teſtufie that thro the Preaching 
of theſe Lay men have been turnd from their 
Sins and now Live Soberly Righteoufly and 
Godlyin thls preſent World. And as I have 
+ pla Of agg already 
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” rjaeady proved both from Scripture and the. 
Doctrines of the Church of England, thi hone. 


are Children of: GOD but thoſe who have feed 
the holv Ghoſt ; ſo J have alſo poved from thence 


that the attaining to an aſſurance of the Forgive-- 
neſs of our Sins in this Life, is not only poſſible 
but that all real Chriſtians have attained to this: 


And I know no: Chureh that denies this Doctilne 
of Affurance, but that of Rome, the Council of 
Trent affimrs that that Man who ſays Faith * 


an aſſurance that our Sins are forgiven us, is to 


deem'd an Heretiek and to be held accurs'd — 
Our Church affir ms in her Homilies, that a Right 


Faith is a ſure Truſt and Confidence that a Man 


«4 hath in Gop. that thro' the Merits of Chriſt kis 
« Sins are forgiven him and he it reconcil'd 
« to the favour of G op. “ fo that every one 


_ who denies the Doctrine of Aſſurance overturnsthe 
Doctrine of the Church of England; and eſtabliſhes 


that of Rome, and ”tis this alone eſtabliſhes their 
Doctrine of Purgatory; fot if Men cannot have 
Sins forgiven in this Life (which they ean. 
not have without knowing it) they muſt Live and 
qie in a State of wretched Uncertainty, and there 


muſt of Courſe be à middle place of Purgation, 
 fince nothing unholy or unclean can enter Heayens 


Onee more, the Doctrines We Teach, are wide 
ly. different rom what many Imagine. We are ſo 
far from Preaching Faith without Works, that we 


conſtantly declare, that that Man who does not all 


the Good. that lies in bis Power unto all Mankind 
who is not Holy in Heart, and in all manner of Con. 
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verfation, has no more ſaving Faith, than the De- 
vil Himſel. | 
The Faith whereof we Speak is that which, 


Cauſes a Man to Love the Lord his Go b. with all 
Bis Heart, and with all his Sbul and with all his 


Strength, and from this Principle of Love toG ob 
to keep all his Commandments* to Love his Bro- 
thet, every Child of Man as his own Soul, to do 
unto others as He deſires they ſhou'd do uute him. 
u makes Men good Subjects for he that fears 
Geb, will Honour the King for his Sake. It 
makes the Rich Liberal to the Poor. for he that 
Loves Go p. cannot ſhut np his Bowels of Com- 
paſſion from his Brother in diſtreſs, ir makes Ma ſ. 
ters act towards their Servants, as knowing they 
alſo have a Maſter in Heaven, it cauſes Men to Love 


their Wives, and provide for their Families, things 


honeſt in the Sight of all Men. It makes Parents 
Qxrefull not to provoke their Children to Wrath, 
and Children in all Things to obey their Parents 
In the Lord. In ſhort, this Faich Working by 


Love, where ever it takes Place, and fo far ass 


takes Place overturns all outward Ungodlineſ, 
ſuch as Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Curſing, Sabbath 
breaking, Quarreling, Brawling, Malice and Re- 


Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, humble neſs of Mind, Holy 


and Heavenly Affections, in the Room of Pride, 
Anger, Hatred, vile and vain Affections, in fine, 


this Faith Working by Love, which is the = 


venge, and Eſtabliſhes pure and Undefiled Religion 
viz. the Work of Faith, the Patience of Hope, 
| and the Labour of Love, from whence proceeds 
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cine we Teach, eftabliſhes whatſoever is Deſirable 


whatſoever is Lovely, whatſoever is of good Re- 


port, and it is Certain that in every Place where 


we have Preach'd this Doctrine and it has been re. 
ceived, it has produc'd all theſe Fruits, who then 
wou'd not wiſh for the ſucceſs of that which tends | 
{o much to the Preſent, as well as Eternal Happi- | 


neſs of Mankind ? 


To conclude as I have repeatedly told and prov'd 


to you, that we have no Siniſter ends in View, but 


are only L#bouring for the Happineſs of our fejlow 
Creatmes, and for the Revival of vital Religion 


then let me beſcech you, if you will not help us 


and ſtrengthen our Hands in this Work, yet be 
perſwaded to do nothing raſhly in ſpeaking againſt 


or oppoſing us but confider that well known 


advice of Gamalicl, Refrain from theſe Men and 


let them alone, for if this Council or this Work be 


of Man it will come 1e nought, but sf it be of 


N 25 


God ye cannot overthrow it, leſt he haply ye he foun. 
ever to fight againſt Gad 44s. 5. Chap, 36. 39. J. 
Beware therefore lelt that come upon you which is 


ſpoken by the Prophet, Bohold ye deſpiſers and wou- 


der und periſh 5 for I work @ work in your doays 


a Wort which yon ſhall in 10 wiſe believo th'a 


Man declare it unto yon, Acts. 13. Ch, 40. 41. 
I am Yours Soc. 
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